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swinging, the medicine-man continues to utter his incantations,
and from time to time waves over the sick person his magic
wand, " which passing from the head downward is supposed
to sweep out the spirit of the sickness." When the sufferer
retires from the swing or is removed from it in a swoon, the
other sick persons present avail themselves of the opportunity
to swing in the swing for the improvement of their health.
The movements of the medicine-man when swinging are at
first slow, but soon the motion accelerates, and the incanta-
tion becomes louder and louder until at last he is in a perfect
frenzy and appears to be quite demented. The excitement
amongst the onlookers increases when the bells of the swing
begin to tinkle, for this is taken to indicate the presence of
the spirit in the rattan. When the patient is too ill to support
himself on the swing he enters the boat, which is set swinging
by the medicine-man. If the patient is a young child, it is
usual for the medicine-man to swing with the child on his
knee. The instrumental music which accompanies the cere-
mony includes drums as well as gongs. The ceremonies are
repeated night after night, till finally the temporary boat,
with the images in it, is escorted by the musicians away from
the house to its proper resting-place outside the village at the
river-side, where it is fenced round with stakes to prevent it
from floating away at high tide.
The patient, on the occasion of such ceremonies, warned in
a dream, changes his name " so that the bad spirit may recog-
nize him no longer : so during the ceremony and ever after-
wards he is known only by his new name. Some Milanos
indeed having experienced a number of such ceremonies have
a corresponding number of names to their credit." l
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